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As everybody knows, Australian education is respected
worldwide, the most important reason being the high quality
of education and research. After one year of studying in an
Australian university, I am happy with my decision.

The Australian education system promotes innovative, creative
and independent thinking in its students. Personally during my
studies I have felt the difference in teaching methods between
my country and Australia. In my country, Peru, the students
spend a lot of hours in the classrooms. In Australia, we spend
only some hours a week with the lecturers, and the rest of the
time we have to study by ourselves and be able to manage
our time in order to avoid low grades or to fail a unit. At the
beginning I thought that few hours were not enough, but the
lecturers were able to cover many topics, and after that we had to
study at least for 13 hours each week.

Australian universities are multicultural. There are students and
even lecturers from different countries and obviously with different
English accents. For me, at the beginning and even now sometimes
it is difficult to understand the different accents. It is funny and at
the same time stressful, because often it is difficult to follow the
conversations between your classmates, or maybe you can agree
or disagree with some opinions that you could not understand very
well. On the other hand, you will be able to undersatnd the different
kinds of English that could be useful at work.

As international students we are allowed to work. It is not
difficult to get a part-time job. Nevertheless, it is difficult to get
a job in the area that you are studying. Some companies give an
opportunity to the students to get a training or work experience
after the graduation, but most of them are directed for local or
permanent resident students. So, that is a disadvantage for the
international students. However, the opportunity always exists, and

it is important to be optimistic.

Despite that studying in Australia is expensive, the university
has all the services that students need. For example, 24 hour-
library service, health attention, career services, banks,
bookshops, and so on. Moreover, lecturers are always happy to
help you during their consultation times. However, in my opinion
the textbooks are so expensive, but it is neccesary to buy them
because the editions change every semester.

Being a student in Australia has given me a lot of satisfaction,
and a lot of knowledge. I feel that I have developed my study
and personal skills. Although I miss my family and my country, I
think that after finishing my studies, I will get my dream job.
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There's no going back. If you're given a reprieve, I think it's
good to remember just how thin it is.
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