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Throughout 2007 Western Australian and Japan
have continued to build on the strong relationship
we have developed as major trading partners and
in other areas, particularly through our Sister State
relationship with the Hyogo Prefecture.

In October, Western Australia’s Deputy Premier,
the Hon Eric Ripper MLA, led a fruitful ministerial
mission to Japan to meet with the many Japanese
companies who have strong trading ties with
Western Australia. The Deputy Premier also
travelled to Hyogo Prefecture to meet with
Governor Ido and representatives from the Hyogo
Prefectural Government.

On another level, through our Discover West
program an innovative Western Australian

skin care company, Y-Not Natural, has secured

a partnership and distribution agreement with
Quintessence in Japan.

The WA-owned and operated family company
produces a unique range of Emu oil skin care
which will be used at new Japanese luxury
spa accommodation facilities. The company’s
Emu massage oil range will also be supplied to
a sports club and professional sports team through
the Quintessence network.

This is an example of the strong business
development Western Australia and Japan are
forging through the Discover West program -
a business facilitation service run by WA’s Japan
offices, the Department of Industry and Resources
and the Department of Agriculture and Food.

At a cultural level we continue to develop valuable
cultural links that support those ties. As part of
the Kings Park Festival 2007 earlier this year,
a collaboration between Hyogo Prefecture,
a locally-based Japanese landscape artist and
the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority a very
unique Japanese-style garden was created using
native Western Australian plants. The temporary
garden was created and exhibited in response to
my invitation last year to Governor Ido for the Hyogo
Prefecture to participate in the Kings Park Festival.

I was pleased to welcome Hyogo Prefecture’s Vice
Governor loroi and his delegation to Perth for
the official opening of the garden which provided
many Western Australians with an enjoyable and
unique experience.

IN—RTIRXTLRX 20084 1 A% (Vol.120)

Also this year, we have further developed
our educational links with Japan through two
postgraduate students from Hyogo Prefecture.
The two students, who are recipients of one-year
scholarships to study at Murdoch University and
the University of Western Australia, have arrived in
Perth to commence their studies. The scholarship
initiative was a 25th anniversary gift from Western
Australia to Hyogo Prefecture, to enable academic
exchange in study fields which Western Australia
is perceived to have an educational strength and
which will also benefit Hyogo Prefecture when
the graduates return home.

Mr Masa Ogawa has commenced his English
language studies at the University of Western
Australia and will next year begin a Graduate
Diploma in Engineering. Ms Megumi Hibino
arrived in Perth in November to begin her English
studies and will then undertake a Postgraduate
Diploma in Environmental Management. I am
sure both students will do well in their studies
and I hope they return home with many enjoyable
memories from their stay in Perth.

I look forward to the coming year with great
pleasure and with the expectation that Japan
and Western Australia will continue to build on
the excellent business and cultural relationships
we have with each other.

1 thank The Perth Express for its ongoing support
in promoting the good relationships between Japan
and Western Australia and I extend my best wishes
to staff and readers for a very prosperous and
peaceful year in 2008.
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