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<The encounter>
Australia- Japan relations are said to have

started in 1831 when Australian whaling ships
arrived at Hokkaido. On the opening of the
country in the Edo era, many Australian began
to visit Japan. Among those, James Murdoch,
who taught English to Natsume Soseki at the
First Higher School (currently Tokyo University),
is well known. The first Japanese were pearl
divers made to work in life threatening
conditions in northern Australia in 1881.
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<Trade>
Due to the demand of Japan for wool from

Australia, the two countries’ trade started in
1879. Then, Japan began to export rice and coal,
which led to the amount of trade to expand year
after year. In the 1930s, Japan became Australia
s second biggest trade partner for wool export.
Although their diplomatic relation temporarily
deteriorated during World War I, the San
Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951 restored it. At
present, the two countries are essential partners,
particularly in trading.
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<World War 2>

Australia and Japan became an enemy during
World War Il . The Australian prisoners of
war were abused and forced to work in harsh
conditions by the Japanese. In 1942, the Japanese
troops destroyed most parts of Darwin and
Broome and its Midget Submarine entered the
Sydney Harbour. In the end, the attacks killed
around 30,000 people.

In 1944, the Japanese soldiers failed to escape
from the Prisoners of War camp in Cowra,
New South Wales this resulted in death of 200
Japanese soldiers. The town has since established
Japanese-related places such as Japanese Garden
and Cultural Centre as war monuments.
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<Cultural exchange>
Australia revised the notion of the White

Australian Policy after the war, and this
fostered a friendly relationship with Japan
gradually. In 1963, the first Sister- City
relation was born between Yamatotakada city,
Nara and City of Lismore, New South Wales.
Currently, the number of Sister - City/States
Relationships is more than 100. Moreover, the
popular working holiday program was put in
force in 1980. The statistics now show that
about 700,000 Japanese visit Australia every
year and approximately 20,000 Japanese
students are studying in Australia.
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<Politics>
Despite the hatred during World War I, both

governments became closer step by step, due
to being democratic countries in the same region
and key alles of the United States. The year 1957
saw the first Prime Ministerial conference in which
each country's PM visited the partner's country.
After holding continuous Prime Ministerial talks, a
relation-strengthening statement, Joint Declaration on
the Australia-Japan Partnership was signed in 1995,
and Sydney Declaration for Australia-Japan Creative
Partnership was announced after valuable takks with
knowledgeable persons from a variety of fields.
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