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Perth Royal Show, Japan Pavilion

29th August
The largest event organised for this year Japan-Australia Year of
Exchange in Western Australia is the Japan Pavilion at this years Perth
Royal Show. In actuality, the preparations for the Japan Pavilion started
the year before last when the executive committee started to find what
sort of draw cards they wanted for the Pavilion.

Finally, it was decided that the humanoid robot designed by Honda
“ASIMO” would be this year's main feature. Also, the sister-city and
sister-state relationships Western Australia have with Japan would be
displayed.

Though sponsorship and assistance with the displays showing
partnerships between Japan and Western Australia, much aid was
given not only from local Japanese companies, but also through the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce. In addition, | would like the express
my appreciation to the companies who supported the Japan Pavilion,
including a number of Australian companies.

The Japan Pavilion will be holding a number of presentations, not only
ASIMO, who will be performing 6 times a day. Kimono Fashion Shows,
Sushi and Ikebana demonstrations, jazz performances and much more
will be on show to give a real taste of Japanese culture to guests.

With the overlapping school holidays, this is the perfect opportunity for
families and friends to pay a visit to the Japan Pavilion.

Voices of the persons concerned with the Japan Pavilion
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The Japan Pavilion is the first event of its kind and there have been
many hardships to overcome. Presenting Japan's uniqueness means
showing something no other country possesses and that proves
difficult work. After a number of talks, the answer lay in inviting
“ASIMQ” as the special guest. | think the performance of “ASIMO”
will be such that children will be given something special. As we
have planned this project since September 2004, we hope there will
be as many visitors to the Pavilion during the period as possible and
they will rouse the event with us. The concept of the Pavilion is to
“increase human exchange”, so | wish more than 50,000 people to
visit and enjoy the Japan Pavilion.
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Q : What is the reason for selecting Japan as the Guest Nation of Perth Royal Show?

A The relationship between WA and Japan is highly significant in many areas,
particularly in economy where Japan is WA's largest trading partner. Also,
as this year marks the 30th anniversary of Australia-Japan signing of the
Basic Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation, it was natural choice to feature
Japan as this year's Guest Nation of Perth Royal Show.

Q : What is the current relationship between WA and Japan like?

A Japan is WA's number one export trading partner. Also, Japanese
companies have invested heavily in WA. It places a high value on
its existing range of social and cultural sister - state, sister -city,
friendship and other relationships with Japan.

Q : What will be the future link between WA and Japan?

A WA is also looking toward increased economic exchange, particularly in
new and emerging industries and will continue to strength the existing
links through the WA Government offices in Tokyo and Kobe.
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