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2006 is The Australia-Japan Year of Exchange (YOE). This
was announced in 2003 by the Australian and Japanese
governments to commemorate the 30th anniversary of
the signing of the 1976 Basic Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation between Australia and Japan, the 110th
anniversary of the establishment of the first Japanese
consulate in Australia and the 30th anniversary of the
Australia - Japan Foundation. The aim of YOE is to deepen
our understanding of and enhance grass - roots exchange
between our countries through learning culture, art and
tourism.
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